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bhECONCILIATION. 

If Corwnthians, v. 18, 19. And all thines are of 
God, who hath reconciled us to himse!f by Jesus 
Christ and hath given to us the ministry of reconcilia- 
tion; To wit, that God was in Christ reconciling the 
world unto himself, not imputine their tre spasses unto 
them, and hath committed unto us the word of reconcil- 
ration. 

The ministry of reconciliation is that, which was 
committed to the apostles of our Lerd and Saviour. 
It teaches us, that all things are oi Ged, so he hath 
reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ: that this is 
proved so far as the disposition and design of God can 
be understood by the mission of Christ. Christ's mis- 
sion proves that God designed man’s salvation, and 
as all his designs or purposes will be accomplished ; 
it follows, that, with him, the desiga is the accom- 
plishment—consequently, in his own mind, he hath 
reconciled us already unto himse/f. The gospel min- 
istry, whica is given, is a rpinisiry of their reconcilia- 
tion; i. e, it authorises all its preachers to proclaim 
this love of God to the world; in order that the good- 
ness of God, thus displayed, may lead men to repen- 
tance. 

Thus God, who hath created all things, or from 
whom are all things hath reconciled map to himself, 
by Jesus Christ, and given a ministry of reconctlia- 
tion to man, by which it is declared that God was in 
Christ reconciling the world to bimself, not impuyuting 
their trespasses unte them. 


REMARKS. 


In the purpose and design of God, the end, by us 
ray be argued from the beginning. Why do we ar- 
cue the final felicity of all men? or the final reconcil- 
iation of every creature in heaven and carth? Aus. 
Because God has made this known, as lis purposeand 
design in the revelation, which he has made of hitn- 
self. He has declared that to him every knee shall 
bow, and every tongue shall confess; that Christ 
shall reign till all are subdued, the Son also shall be 
subject to hirn, who did put all things under him that 
God may be all in atl. Now when we consider <bat 
God is love; that his designs and purposes are love ; 
that he is able tocarry them into execution, and is aD 
unchangeable ‘beng; it follows, first; that God, 
who sees the end from the beginning, views bis works 
to be accomplished. Thus, with God, all things are 
reconciled to himself. Secondly. In respect te man 
he sees not yet all things put in subjection, ox does 
not see all things yet reconciled to God; man may 
argue the certainty of the event from the nature of 
the cause, which cause is infinite, »nchangeable wis- 
dom, power and goodness, purposely and desigoedly 
engaged in man’s salvation. Thus, akhough we do 
not see the final accomplishment of all God’s purpos- 
ses; yet the end may and ought to be argued for our 
consolation and encou ragement. . The representation 
of God as an angry and revengeful being, whose ar- 
ger will burn agaiast sinners to all eternity; 1s utter- 
ly incompatible with the text, which says that God 
does not impnte to sinful men, theirtrespasses. There 
is no imputation of sin to men, which is inconsistent 


With their complete forgiveness in the sight of God.— | 
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Yet men, in this state of beiag do, must and will expe. 
rence evi/ as a Consequence of transgression; ond alj 
punistiment from God, is comprised in the natural e- 
vil, which we experience as a consequence of our sin, 
But when sin shall cease, natural evil shall cease with 
it. The time wheu sin will cease is undoubtedly at 
the death of man’s body. Sin reigns in the mortal 
body in a greater or less degree till death, consequent- 
ly, the best of men feel its effects till the closing scene. 
Our sins cleave to the mortal body till death, and lie 
down in the dust with it; but never rise with the spi- 
ritual body. 

The doctrine of reconciliation, or the certainty of 
the divine purpose (o reconcile ull men m the econo- 
my ofhis grace; is that, whichis meant by the minis- 
try of reconciliation. ‘he giving of this ministry, 
imphes that the above is the doctrine to be urged: 
that the great end, which God has in view, and the 
grcat design he has to accomplish is the restoration of 
the whole family of man toa state of holiness and hap- 
piness. These things, every minister of Christ should 
teach and exbort. Heoce prayers, and intercessions, 
with supplication and thanksgiving should be made 
for all men; for kings and all, that are in authority, 
that we may lead aquietand peaceable life in all god- 
liness and honesty: for this is good and acceptable in 
the sight of God our Saviour, who will have all men 
to be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth, 
We can never pray consistently for the salvation of 
all men, unless i( be a revealed truth that all men will 
be saved, and unless we believe it to be a truth; vor 
shall we ever comply with the ministry of reconcilia- 
tion given to us, unless, in accordance with the an 
gels, we proclaim, that there is glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth, that there is peace and good 
will to men. 

With what propriety, then, is the gospel ministry 
cailed the ministry of reconciliation? It is the jv ful 
sound of certain salvation to the fumily of man.—Ep1 
TOR. 





FROM THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
SMOOTH PREACHING 
Isaiah xxx 10,“ Which say to to the Seere, 
see Not; andto the Prophets, Propesy not 
unto us right things, speak unto us smooth 
things and prophesy deceits,”’ 

This passage has been often used to reflect 
asuspicious color on what is called smooth 
preaching, and to vindicate the prepriety of a 
more terrific kind of religious instruction — 
When hearers grow weary of being told that 
they are totally depraved, and heirs of endless 
woe, they are solemnly rebuked for joining 
with the ancient Jews, and saying to their faith- 
ful ministers, Prophesy not unto us right 
things, speak unto us smooth things propesy 
deceits, and especially, ifa preacher comes a- 
long, who teaches that God is Love aid equal- 
ly good unto all,; that all mankind are his 
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children, and that he is in reality a Father unto; troyed, and carried the people to Babylon. 


thern,—the cry is immediately raised, smooth | where they remained about seventy years. 


preaching; smooth preaching ! 


Let the reader, with all these circumstances 


Such opposers forget, or perhaps never knew before him, peruse the chapter under consider- 
that the Gospel itself is but another expression | ation, and he will perceive the smooth prophe- 


for glad tidings. 


They are too thoughtless to | syzng. there mentioned was not the preaching 


reflect thatif proclaiming good tidings of | of any particular scheme of religion, but the 
great joy which be unto all people, be in any | prophesying of a national peace and security, 


manner wrong, itis God, not man, that must 
answer for it, before the tribunal. Whata 





when, in fact,the couutry was ere long to become 


a conquered province of Assyria. S: ch is the 


clamorous life would these modern opposers circumstance from which the unhappy igno- 
have led, had they lived when Christ sent out | France of modern teachers has taken occasion to 
his twelve apostles and seventy disciples with | False all the cry of ‘smooth Preaching.’ It is 
orders to pronounce peace upon every city and | certainly to be wished, that before men set up 
hiouse into which they entered | * Peace, Peace, | for instructors of others, they would themselves 


unto him that is far off, and anto him that is 
near, saith the Lord ; and I will heal him.” 


The smooth and deceitful prophesying,which 
the jews called for, according to the passage at 
the head of these remarks, had no reference 
to any thing that exists at the present day. It 
was altogether of a political nature, and related 
wholly to national concerns, as the reader will 
perceive by examining the preceding part of 
the chapter from which the passage is taken. 
The Jews are there reproved for trusting in the 
shadow of Egypt, an: strengthening themselves 
in the strength of Pharaoh, the Egyptian king. 
They were then told that Pharaoh and Egvpt, 
in whom they trasted, should prove their shame 
and confusion ; for that Egypt would despise a 
people so small and weak a3 the Jews. 


In order to understand the whole of this 
aubyect, it must be observed, that in the prece- 
dingy chepter Isaiah had foretold the captivity 
of Jerusalem by the Assyrians. The Jews, 
however, it seems, did not believe the prophet. 
They knew that Egvpt and Assyria were ri- 
val nations,and watched each other’s movements 
with the utmost jealousy; and they flattered 
themselves that should Assyria attempt to 
subjngate them, Egypt would gladly become 
their ally in which case they had nothing to 
fear. They trusted in the shadow of Egypt ; 
and while tsaiah was warning them of captivi- 
ty,they felt so secure, that they commanded the 
prophets whom they had under their direction, 
to speak only smooth things, and cherish their 
hopes ofthe protection of Pharaoh. 


But God told them, as we have observed, 
that Pharaoh would prove their shame. And 
so it actually turned out : for when the calamities 
which Isaiah had threatened came upon them 
it ‘vas Pharaoh himself who was the author of 
them. Pharaoh Necho fiist invaded Judea, 
defeated aad slew king Josiah at Megiddo, put 
his successor, Johoiakim, in bonds, and carried 
him to Egypt, after haviag laid a tax upon the 
country. This roused the jealousy of Nebu- 
chadnezzar, king of Assyria. He saw with in- 
dignation, that the rival kingdom of Egypt iad 
extended its conquests towards his own borders 
and he gathered his forces, came and wasted 





learn tounderstand what they say and whereof 


they affirm. 

It is curious to observe how the charge of 
smooth preaching is managed. Sometimes an 
orthodox preacher wil! bring it against another 
who though believing just as he does, bas not 
the faculty or the courage to held up the ter- 
rors of his doctrine so as to appal bis congre- 
gation ; sometimes the whole orthodox party 
unites and brings it against the Unitarians and 
the Universalists ; and sometimes the Unitari- 
ans themselves come forward and venture to 
lay the accusation at the door of the Universal- 
ists. Itis a sort of foot-ball that has been 
kicked around the whole field of controversy, 
nobody agreeing where, or to whom, it belong- 
ed. It belongs to those who made it ; and like 
any other ridiculous thing had better be kept at 
home, lest it should expose the folly of its au- 
thors. Marcus. 





THE MONITOR, | 


© Open rebuke is better than secret tove.”—-Proverbs. 


REV. MR. KIES, vs. TRUTH. 


(Continued from page 123.) 

The intelligent reader will perceive fromthe brief 
notice we have taken of Mr Kies’ two first 
propositions, that he has not proved the doctrine 
of endless misery, neither from the fact that men die 
in sin, nor from the terms translated je//. It is ad- 
mitted on our part, that, although hell sometimes 
means the grave, yet it is frequently used to convey 
the idea of punishment. Nor shall we hesitate to say. 
that this term is used sometimes to denote future pun- 
ishment, if by the term fidure is meant something yet 
to come, without reference to any particular length 
of duration. But that the words translated hell, do 
not of themselves convey any such idea as that for 
which Mr. K. contends, is a fact admitted by a ma- 
jority of the christian community. Nor will Mr. ks. 
deny the fact. For if the word hell, of itself, proves 
the eternity of punishment, why do our opposers re- 
sort to other evidences of their doctrine? Nay, if 
Mr. K. was not sensible of the rottenness of his cause, 
why did he resort to the words translated eternal and 
everlasting to prove his doctrine? The truth is appa- 
rent: Mr. K. knew very well that it required some- 
thing else beside the word hell te substantiate the no- 
tion of eternal or endless torment ; and therefore, he 
has furnished us with a subject for some additional re- 











| marks. 


To prove that hell isa place of endless burnings. 


Judea, took Jerusalem, which he nearly des- | Mr. K.-resorted to the etrong hold of orthodoxy, and 
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quoted the 46th verse of Matt. 25. ** These shall go 
away into everlasiing punishment; but the nghteous 
into hfe eternal.” 

Well, what says Mr. K. about this matter? Hear 
bisown words. ‘ Aionion implies, always existing.” 
What next? * This word, it is true, has sometimes a 
lumited signification in scripture ;” But how did Mr. 
K. ascertain the fact thus admitted? Bear him. “ But 
‘its signification is never limited) unless it is applied 
to things which of necessity timit its meaning.” Now, 
kind reader, cive this statement tts * unlimited” force 
and see what it amounts to. This learned,” pious, 
celebrated, zealous, methodist preacher, goes about 
from place to place, preaching, instead of the gospel, 
the doctrine of end/ess misery: he tells his hearers of 
its importance, its efficacy, its consistency, its reason- 
ableness :—l)e says it is the doctrine of Christ, and is 
plainly laid down in the word of God! And what 
else ? Why, Universalists are tobe damued for not 
believing it! Wellthen good Mr Kies, what evi- 
dence have you of its truth? Why, the adjective aio- 
nion proves that the damnation ot the wicked will be 
endless! Does it always convey the idea of always 
existing ? Ono: * it is sometimes used in a limited 
sense !” Well how does Mr. K. know when it is us- 
ed in a /imited, and when in an un/imited sense ? Now 
hear him. ‘ {1 is sreue the word sometimes has alim- 
ited signification in scripture, but never unless it is 
applied to things which of necesstiy limit its meaning.” 
Well, then we have one question toask. What 
things of necessi'y limit the signification of this word? 
Alas! any thing but the punishment of the wickep!! 

Now, kind reader, we beg of you to lay aside your 
prejudices for a moment, and consider the ‘* unlimited 
1i¢nification” of the Rev. Mr. K’s. argament. What 
has he attempted to prove? Answer. The endless du- 
ration of the sinners torment. How has be done it? 
Ans. By showing that the atonion is sometimes applied 
to punisnment. Does that word of itself convey the 
idea of endless duration? O no: it is used in~ limit- 
ed sense when applied to things which “ of necessity 
limit its signification!” With these facts in veiw, 
whe ean fail to discover, that Mr. K. has been com- 
pelled to take for granted the very thing in dispute. 
Lot it be remembered, that the Rev. gentleman's dis- 
course was designed to establish the notion, that the 


ounishment of the wicked is tobe endless. In order | 


to effect his object, he appeals to ihe bible to prove 
the ‘ruth of his doctrine, and attempts to convince 
his hearers of its truth, by telling them, that the ad- 
jective aionion is applied to the misery of the wicked 
as well as to the happiness ofthe righteous, But does 
this word of itse/f prove lis doctrine? No: for he ad- 
mits that it issometimes applied to things which have 
anend. How then does he dispose of his subject? 
Ans. “Or necessity,” in the first place he takes it 
for granted that punishiaent does “not of necessity” 
limit the meaning of the adjective aionion, and very 
gravely undertakes to show, that, in the passage in 
the 25th of Matt. the endless damnation of the wicked 
is proved; and how? Because the word aionion is 
applied to punishment! Now it requires but litle sa- 
gacity to discover, that the Rev. Mr. K. has taken 
hold of his subject at the wrong end. Instead of pro- 
ving endless duration by the term aionion, he has un- 
dertaken to prove that aionion means in the abuve 
text, endless duration because it is applied to punish- 
ment! So much for Mr. K’s aionion nonsense! We 
advise him to boast less of his great knowledge of ihe 
languages, and to consult his spelling book. 

We have endeavored in what has been said on this 
subject, to use language which every reader cau un- 
derstand, and if it is too plain we hope to be excused ; 
for we fight not as those who beat the air; our war- 














and while to Wr. K. we tender our resmec', the 
Reverenp Mr. K. must remember, that we form no 
alliances with his clerical blunders. 


(To BE CONTIN UED.) 





FIRST POINT OF CALVINISM. 


“ They maintain that God hath chosen a certain 
number of the fallen race of Adam in Christ, before 
the foundation of the world, unto eternal glory, ac- 
cording to his immutable purpose, and of his free 
grace aud love, without the least foresight of faith, 
good works, or any conditions performed by the crea- 
ture; and that the rest of mankind he was pleased 
to pAss By, and ordain to dishonor and wratn, for 
their sins, to the praise of bis vindictive justice.” 

The above is the * first point” of Calvinism, as 
maintained by those who embrace the doctrine of 
the man known by the name of John Calvin. What- 
ever may be the tutrinsic value of this doctrine, or 
however strenuously its advocates may contend for 
its distinguishing features, one thing is certain: 
Mankind are disposed to reject it, on account of its 
real or supposed absurdity. There are some, how- 
ever, who consider a full and firtmn belief in this doe- 
trine, as absolutely essenttal to the creature's salva- 
tion. But it appears evident to the minds of many, 
that the very endeavors of the Calvinistic clergy to 
convince mankind of the necessity of a belief in this 
doctrine, is a tacit acknowledgment of the absurdity 
of the system. For after they have said that God 
hath chosen a certain definite number to salvation, 
&c. without the least foresight of faith, good works, 
or any conditions performed by the creature, it is 
hard to tell why it is essential to .our salvation, to 
have faith even in the doctrine of Calvin! 

But we are gravely told, that we do not under- 
stand the doctrine under consideration, and that our 
ignorance of it, is the cause of our hostility to it, — 
Well, if it be so, we are ready to receive instruction 
from those who are qualified to inform our minds up- 
on this subject. Weare open to conviction, and 
pledge ourselves to hear with candor all that can be 
said in its favor. And in order to put ourselves in 
the way to obtain information, we have copied from 
an eminent writer of that faith, the * first point” of 
this doctrine, with an intention of understanding the 
purport of his words, if we possess the power so to 
do. We shall proceed toan investigation of the sub- 
ject with greater prospects of coming te some correct 
conclusion, since the writer of this article has recent- 
ly obtained the assent of a Calvinistic clergyman to 
the above point of this dvctrine. Itis acknowledged 
to be a correct statement of their belief, as far as it 
goes. Intending, therefore, to consider the remain- 
ing four points at some future time, we will now 
only endeavor to understand the fires. 

One fact appears perfectly plain, viz: They hold 
that God hath chosen a certain number of mankind 
in Christ upto eternal glory. There appears te be 
no ambiguity in the language of our author on this 
subject. Well, then, we will proceed cautiously, 
lest we should be again accused of misunderstanding 
the doctrine. That Calvinists believe that a certain 
number are chosen in Christ uno eternal glory, isa 
fact that admiis of no further controversy. But do 
we know whatthey mean by * eternal glory?” It 
appears evident, that if theirlanguage is not eotirely 
unintelligible, they inean by those words a state of 
endless felicity. Nodeubt can exist on this subject. 
So far, then, we understand this point of ( alvinimm. 
But another question arses. On what groends 


| tuis choice or election * unto eternal glory” made ? 
Is it on the cround of meril? No. For the article 


fareisagainst thewickedness that dwellgin high places, | under consideration expressiy suys, that this election 
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is raade “* without the LEAST foresight of faith, good 
wor''s. or ANY condilions performed by the creature.” 
Well, if the choice is not made on any of the above 
named grounds, how is it made? The answer is 
plain. This choice was made by the Almighty, * ac- 
cording te his immutable purpose, and cf bis free 
grace and love.” Grace and love for whom? Ans. 
For those who were thus elected or chosen. Reader, 
do you understand this doctrine? Be careful how 
you decide, for you will be pronounced a heretic if 
you let your carnal heart deceive vou! Come, then, 
let ns sum it up. 1. God hath chosen a certain 
number of the fallen race of Adam unto eternal 
glory—endless happiness. 2. This choice or elec- 
tion 1s made without the least foresight of faith, good 
works, or any conditions performed by the creature. 
3. Gods grace and love for the few thus chosen, led 
him to male’ the choice. Now do you unxderstand 
this? We think you do. 

One thing more must be understood. We must 
know when this election was made. Be careful, 
kind reader, lest some wicked Universulist should 
deceive you. Wen was this choice made by the 
God of Calvinists ? Hear their own answer. ** God 





hath chosen aceriain pumber of the fallen race of 


Adam in Christ, before the foundation of the world !” 
But ¢o we understand what is meant bs this lan- 
guage? There can be no doubt upon the subjcct 

They unquestionably mean that this election was 
made befure the world was formed, or Adam and Eve 
were created. 

Now, if carnal reason has so blinded our eves, that 
we are yei altogether misiaken in our views of thi- 
subject, the worst that can be said against us, is, 
that God hath net seen fit to eleet us ‘: before the 
foundation of the world” as his favorites: and there- 
fore, we shall rest our caus for the present on his 
MERCY. 


In relation to the certainty of the damnation of the | 


non-elect, the same remarks may be ap; ied that 
have been made on the condition of the ciect. Hi 
the decree of Ged is immutable, which en ures the 
salvation of the cicet. the passing hy, and or!aining 
to dishonor and wrath the rest, is equaliy sure ; and 
the final condition of doth parties is beyond the reach 
of contingencies. And the subject is pu‘ at rest by 
Calvinists themselves. They inform us, that the 
number of the elect is ‘“‘socertain and definite that 
it cannot be increased nor dimimished!” 

From this statement of Calvinism, as represented 
by Calvin himself, there is no appeal. If they mean 
as they say, and if we possess half common sense, no 
sophistry can bide the facts from onr minds, nor 
will the cry of persecution or misrepresentation, 
screen the doctrine from its destined oblivion,or its ad- 
vocates from the charge of inconsistency. 

The second point of ‘he doctrine will be noticed in 
another number of the Advocate. 





A DIALOGUE, 


Beiiween an orthodoxr Merchant and an honest hercti- 
cal Farmer. 

Scrne—A Village Store, in a place where Calvinism 
is the popular doctrine—a decanter of Brandy on 
a shelf in the back part of the room—a number o 
Missonary Reports and pampiilets lying on the 
counter, with their leaves not cut open—the ““Swea- 
rer’s Prayer” fastened up in one corner—by the 
side of which hangs a Missionary Almanac. 
Merchant, solus. Alas! in these porientious times, 

we are surrounded with innumerable evils ;--evils,cal- 

culated not only to disconce:t our wisest plans, but 

also to subvert the vital orinciples of our holy reli- 

gion! Al cady bave many destructive heresies ob- 
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permitted by an incensed God to exist in embrvo, js 
recognized, by the pious, as the harbinger of the 
many bad effects, which will surely arise from uni- 
versal toleration. Buta ‘ew years since the peace 
of the ‘* Standing Order” was disturbed by theclam- 
ors of Quakers, Baptists and Methodists! And now, 
my heart breaks at the recital, our regenerated ears 
are assailed, and our tenovated hearts are made sor- 
rowful with the more damnable and pernicious doc- 
trine of Universalim ! With unexampled audacity, 
certain evil disposed persons declare to the world, 
that God is the friend of vite stnners! O, morality, 
thy foundation will be destroyed ;—QO, religion. the 
day of thy departure is at hand ;—O, piety, thou com- 
panion of my declining years, such delusive heresy, 
Lif permitted to prevail, will exterminate every prin- 
' ciple of christianity from the habitations of men !— 
And alas! (my heart bleeds to say it) even hell, it is 
pretended, will be destroyed; and the devil, too, 
(good Lord deliver us) vis said, will be bourd in 
everlasting chains! O, my poor friends, and my 
wicked seif—what iniquities would we commit— 
how gladly won!d we rict in sin. if these fatal delu- 
sions should ret held upon us! [Fle casts a wishful 
eye at the decanter of brandy, and then looks wofully 
it the Missonery Almanac.) How gladly wonid } 
get drurk, were :t not fora saving fear of hell! Yea, 
how gladly would I indulge every evil propensity, 
and feast my soul on all manner ef iniquity, were I 
assured that the devil will be destroyed !! 
(Enter the Farmer.) 

Farmer. Geod mornivg Sir: I bave called to in- 
quire fore fow articles which we consider as necessa 
ries; and knowing that you are a ious man, and 
have the ‘ear of hell before your eves, 1 hope te be 
more honestly ceali with than Ihave heretofore been 
by the world’s people. ‘Te tell you the truth. Ihave 
been often cheated tn articles for common use, by 
those who pretend to be religious: and am now deter- 
mined to avoid the cvil by trading exclusively with 
good. sincere, pious christians. 

MM». Vthank youSir: My geods arc of the first 
quality—1 purchased them myself, ard know them to 
be good. Shall I wait upon you Sir? 

kur. Stoponemoment. I have been so often de- 
ceived by men of your profession, that you will par- 
don me if am somewhat particular. J have often 
heen told, that pious, orthodox people, have greater 
restraints on their consciences than people of the 
world ; and Tam determined tosatisfy my own mind 
as to that matter. 

Mer. Proeced Sir: Lapprove of your determina- 
tion—T am happy to have it in my power to convince 
you that the elildren of God are less liable to indulee 
their evil propensities than others; and am also glad 
tehave the means of information within my reach. 
(he takes up a pamphlet containing Dr. Griffin's plan 
for raising 700,000 ministers, and begins to cut open 
the leaves.) Here, Sir, is an evidence of the piety of 
our order. I will read you a few pages of this valua- 
ble work. 

Far, No,no; Excuse me Sir, I have read mary 
of that kind of books, but desire alittle practica? in 
‘formation. AsI entered your shop, I overheard 
"you in your soliloquy, speaking of the dangerous ten- 

dency of Universalism ; and believing myself, that 
‘any doctrine which takes away the fear of righteous 
' punishment, is dangerous when preached to bad men,” 
| Iwish to ask you a few questions. 

Mer. Ah, my dear friend, that damnable doctrine 
of universal salvation is beccming quite prevalent ip 
our land, and threatens to destroy our holy religion ‘ 
It teaches mankind that they receive their punish- 
ment as they goalong! It is the devil’s doctrine! It 
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tained in our land; and even now, the evil, thus ; says to the wicked, “‘ ye shall not surely die.” But 
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take away the fear of hell, and where are we!! 4) by 
Sir, were it not for the fear of endless burnings, J 
would cheat, lic, steal, rob, and if | had courage, I 
would murder too? Why Sir, our lives and property 
would be in jeopardy were universalism general}, to 
prevail! Shall ! wait upon you, Sir. 

Far. Stopone moment Sir. Yousay you would 
do all manner of evil, were it not for the fear of hell. 

Mer. Yes, 1 would. 

Far. WellSir: (pardon my boldness, for lam a 
plain man) have yon ever been CONVERTED ? 

Mer. Yes, t got religion about ten yearsago, and 
have, ever since that time, enjoyed a comfortabk 
hope. 

Far. Youhope for salvation then, through the 
imputed righteousness of € brist? 

Wer. Yes, thank God, I think I have suitable 
evidences to justify the belief, that I, unworthy and 
hell deserving as 1 4m, shall be saved from the wrath 
of God and a dreadful hell! 1 fondly hope that I am 
a vessel ofmercy, and shall not receive the punish- 
ment which I have richly merited! I tremble when 
I speak of my past danger ! 

Far. Well Sir, bave you put any sand in your 
sugar? 

Mer. Ono! I would not dosuch a thing for the 
world. 

Far. Tlave you adulterated your tea. 

Mer. NoSir. Itis of the first quality—I can 
recommend it to be so. 

Fur. Then! will ask you another question. You 
have just said, that were it not for the fear of hell, 
you would cheat, lie, and steal; and since no doc- 
trine can be beneficial unless it is believed for our- 
selves, I beg to know the amount of your belief. If 
you tell me a lie about your sugar and tea. and there- 
by) cheat me ont of a few shillings, du yo really be- 
lieve, that Fell will be your portion forever? 

Aicr Why, reaily sir. if | should do thus, and dic 
without repentance, 1 think my case would be deplo- 
rable! 

far. Well; is itin your power to repent when- 
ever you please ? 

Aicr. O, yes. Mankind are free moral agents, 
an’ can repent at any time when they please: For 
“while the lamp of life holds out to burn, the vilest 
sinner may return.” 

Far. You will pardon my impertinence, and the 
irsuble you have been at on my account: But I 
lave long sought for a man who sincerely believes 
in hel) for himse/f, and since by your own confession 
vou are at heart dishonest, and entertain a ** comfort- 
able hope” of an escape from just punishment, by 
means of repentance, you will excuse me if I enter- 
tain a poor opinion of your integrity. I shall deal, 
hereafter, with some person who believes in punish- 
ment for himself. In return, however, for your po- 
liteness, permit me to tender you a word of advice. 
iTcreafter, when you speak against certain doctrines, 
and represent them as icentious, he careful to exam- 
inc your own creed, and endeavor to test its genu 
meness, by applying it to yourself Your faith in hell 
for your neighbors, will do you no good! I am in 
haste, and must inquire farther for a man made reall; 
honest by a belief in endless misery. Excuse me. 
it, for pot trading with you. Farewell. 

Mer. solus. Alas! alas! what a world do we live 
in! What a damnable delusion is Universalism !— 
Unlessmy wicked neighbors repent, they will surely 
be damned! The boldness of this Farmer is intoler- 
able! But he is probably infected with that damna 
ble heresy, which teaches that the, “ righteous shall 
he recompensed in the earth, much more the wicked 
and thesinner.” But I wilh be encouraged. I look 
forward to that time when my righteousness shall be 


- moran « 


“ejvice over the miseries -fthe damned! I wish I 
had the power that Calvin once had, then I. would 
serve this old Farmer as ovr spiritual father did 
Michael Servetus ! {Ezeunt. 


A HINT TO POST MASTERS. 


It isa fact no longer a secret, that certain post 
masters either wilfully or ignorantly neglect to per- 
form the duties assigned them by law. As men, and 
as citizens of a free country, it becomes every friend 
of liberty, to expose any officer in our gey ¢. ment, 
who shall, through prejudice, partiality or careless- 
ness, neglect to perform with promptiiude the duty 
enjoined wpon bim by his cath. The law for the: re- 
gulaiion of the post office department, is simple, and 
easily understood ; and any violation of it, should be 
met with the disaj-probation of every honest man.— 
No political or religious opinion can be plead in ex- 
tenuation of neglect of duty, or abuse of any man or 
number of men; the duty is plain, and requires nei- 
ther more nor Jess than an impartial and straigit for- 
ward course of conduct on tie part of those’entrusted 
with the keeping of our rights and privileges. 

During the year past, some derelictions of duty 
were discovered, noticed, aud correcied ; which a- 
rose from tie antipathy of certain bigots, who, by 
some means, were clothed witha little brief anthori- 
ty; and out of mercy for their characters, we neg- 
lected to call names. This vear, circumstances of 
that kind have been less frequent; and we have 
hoped that the painful task would net fali % our lot 
to potice such conduct. But being determined to 
see the last of such abuses, if possible, we take this 
friencly method of hinting at these facts, presuming 
that a word to the wise will be sufficient. 

The sum of our grievances is casily expressed, and 
as easily understood by thuse concerned. We there- 
fore shall omit calling names for the present, and 
will only lint to 2 certain young GENTLEMAN, em- 
ployed in the post office at Batavia, that, whenever he 
again wantcnly violates the rules of common decen- 
cy—sacrifices the confidence of a respectable friend, 
and tramples under foot the rules of christianity, by 
directing a packet “to the Editor of the Devil's 
Advocate under the title of the Gosrel Advocate,” 
and adds, by way of grace, “ aod Satan came aiso,” 
he shall not be shielded trom due castization. 

Toa ceriain gentleman, who keeps his post office 
in a wash-tub, and can find any thing else sooner 
than the “* Gospel Advocate,” when called for by our 
subseribers, we wil only say, *‘ look sharp.” And 
to all whom it may concern, we will only say, that 
Cayuga Creck is about 12 miles east of Buffalo; and 
that Lewiston is down the Niagara kiver, about 7 
miles from the Falis.— Post Masters will also confer 
a favor, by being’ careful to post mark their letters 
according to law. 





FROM THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. 
TO ARMINIANS. 


In my communication of the 16th I offered 
some remarks on a discourse delivered on the 
Saubath preceding, from 1. Tim. ii. Ist & 4th 
verses inclusive. In that communication I 
took the liberty to cite a number of passages of 
scripture, which clearly prove to my mind that 
the promise of eternal life to the whole race of 
\dam is as positively taught as any one fact 
can be by divine testimony; and that without 
any special conditions to be performed by the 
creature. 
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142’ GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 








* By grace ye are saved through faith, and 
that not of yourselves, it is the giftof God, not 
of works, lest any man should boast.” At the 
present day as well as in times past men have 
been taught that they must do something to se- 
cure an interest in Christ, that salvation is offer- 
ed to all mankind on conditions of their doing 
scmething which shall cause Deity to be propi- 
tious towards them. We are also frequently 
told, and I heard aclergyman of your persua- 
sion notlong since at a funeral, say, that “ God 
had opened up a way, that he had thrown the 
door of salvation open wide for all, and this 
was great consolation ;” hut I should be glad 
to know what consolation this preacher admin- 
istered, when, in his rematks before prayer, on 
this mournful occasion, he said, that “ though 


the consolation of the gospel could not in this | 


instance be so fully administered, yet many 
consolations might be déawn from the event.” 
The fact is, the deceased was not one of his 
particular faith. 
him speak well of her life and conduct, asa 
wife mother, sister, and daughter. 

The great difficu'ty in your views, my breth- 
ren, appears tu me to be this,—applving passa- 
ges of scripture to a future state which have 
no reference theretoy but belong wholly to the 
present mode of being ; and were designed for 
our moral improvement, comfort, and peace | 
here below. It appearsto me that the atten- 
tive reader of the scriptures (his preconceived 
opinions being laid aside,) cannot but be senst- 
ble that this is the fact. That the scriptures 
speak of a present salvation, which cannot be 
enjoyed without repentance and faith, and by 
keeping the commands of our heavenly Father, 
no Universalist deserving the name, will deny : 
But the scriptures also inform us of a salvation 
not according to werks or human merit: not 
by works of righteousness which we have done, 
but according to the mercy of God in Jesus 
Christ. They also speak of eternal life as the 
gift of God; not that it is an offer by which all , 
may be beneftted if they will ; for it is clear to 
my mind that if eternal life is on conditions, the 
Father of mercies can have no will in regard | 
to the salvation of any creature, until the crea- | 
ture furnishes him with one by performing the. 
conditions, thereby making the eternal Jehovah 
dependent on his creatures for a will! This 
is certainly lamentable, but so it is, according 
to your views; and here I would ask if any 
religion is so well calculated as this, to des- 
troy the soul’s trust and confidence in God our | 
heavenly Father, afid his salvation by Jesus: 
Christ ?—The doctrine we are examining, very 
forcibly inculcates that Christ died for all man- 
kind witivout exception ; that it was the will of 
God he should so deliver up himself a ransom 
for all, in order that the salvation of the wholé 
homan race might be effected, provided they 


I was however, happy to hear | 


doctrine of election and reprobation. This 
scheme looks plausible, but if strictly examined 
it will be found to centain no more of the doc- 
trine of salvation as revealed in the scriptures 
than Hopkinsianism; for one of these schemes 
makes our heavenly Father to have a will for the 
salvation of all mankind, but unable to carry it 
| into effect, withuut the co-operation of the crea- 
ture ; the other supposes that he had no will 
for the salvation of any but acertain elected 
number, which can neither be increased or di- 
minished, and this number but a small part of 
the human family. 

Our brethren of the Arminian faith will now 
say salvationis offered to the whole world. The 
scriptures say, it is the gift of God, and if a gift, 
it cannot be bought by our obedience. Ifa sin- 
gle passage of scripture can be produced which 
‘callsit an offer, I am thus far ignorant of the 
i scriptures. The salvation of the immortal soul 
is “ the gift of God not according to our works” 
—It is said the “ free gift came upon all men, 
‘unto justification of lite’—that “ where sin a- 





bounded grace (or favor) did much more a- 


—bound”—that “the bread of God is he which 
cometh down from heaven and giveth (not offer- 
eth) life unto the world.” Where in the scrip- 
tures do we find that God has opened up a way 
for the salvation of immortal souls, on conditicns 
uf their saving theirown souls? Where are we 
told in: the scriptures that we “ must get an in- 
terest in Christ?” Where in the seriptores are 
‘ve informed that eternal life, the salvation of 
the immortal soul is ours, if we believe and o- 
bey ? Where are we told in the scriptures that 
our Father in heaven will give vs immortality 
and endless felicity for our good works? Do not 
the scriptures recognize all men, the most holy, 
as well as the most vile, as sinners? If saints, 
according to the scriptures, mean believers, we 
ask, are not these very saints, in reality, sinners 
in the sight of God? and if so, are they not as 
dependent on the mercy of God as the most 
wicked? and if they are not, why do they pray 
God te forgive them, and acknowledge te him 


_in their prayers, that they are sinners ? 


Are there any of you who do not believe tlhe 


| doctrine which we &ave been examining, to be 


the truth of God, though supporting it both by 
your substance and presence; and for worldly 
reasons of popularity, or for fear of the Phari- 
sees of the age ? 1emember that as long as such 
a hypocritical course marks your conduct, peace 
and joy divine cannot be your portion: and 
Sooner or later your reward will be received ; 
for divine inspiration informs vs that God “ will 


by no means clear the gailty.”’ 
TIMOTHY. 


WHEN IS A MAN RICH ENOUGH ? 


When a lad, an old gentleman took the trouble to 
teach me somelittle knowledge of the world. W ith 
this view I remember he one day asked me, when 1s 





would comply with the offers of mercy, thereby 


clearing out heavenly Father from partiality in | sand pounds. 
| Twenty thousand, No. A hundred thousand? which 


the scheme of the gospel in opposition to the 


a man rich enough? I repliéd, when he has a thou- 
He said No! Two thousand? No. 














GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 143 








net —amegne ean - tae 





f thought would settle the business : but he still con- 
tinued to say No; I gave it up, and confessed I could 
not tell, but begged he would informme. He grave- 
ly said, when he has a little more than he has, and 
that is never! If he acquires one thousand he wishes 
to have two thousand, then five, then ten, then twen- 
ty, then fifty, from that his riches would amount toan 
hundred thousand, and so on till he had grasped the 
whole world; after which be would look about him, 
like Alexander, for other worlds to possess, 
Many a proof have J had of the truth of this old 
entleman’s remarks, since he made them to me, and 
on happy tosay I have discovered the reason.— 
Full enjoyment, full satisfaction to the mind of man, 
can only be found in possessing God, with all his in- 
finite perfections. Itis only the Creator, not the 
creature, that can satisfy. —S. Scholars’ Magazine 





FROM THE HAMILTON RECORDER. 


Extract from an Address delivered at Pitts- 
Jeld, Mass. July 5th, 1824. By the Rev. 
John Leland. 


One thing remains undone in this Common- 
wealth, viz. to place religion on its proper 
footing. Before the revolution, many of the 
colonies had religious establishments among 
them. Rhode Isiand, New York, and Pennsyl- 
vania had none. During the war, or since its 
close, all the old states have altered their con. 
Stitutions and revised their laws, to place reli- 
gion where it ought to be, except Massachusetts. 
All the new states that have been formed since 
the revolution, have left religion to stand on its 
own merits. How strange it is,that Massachusetts 
should boast of its, singular wisdom and piety, 
for holding fastthat which the other states justly 
reproach it for, I was in hopes when the pa- 
tent office was demolished at Washiagton, that 
no une society in any town in Massachusetts 
would get a patent with the exclusive right to 
all the new born, profane and strangers, within 
its limits. This, however, is not the case.— 
The convention that revised the constitution 
have confirmed the old firm of law and religion ; 
church and siate—hypocrisy and cruelty. It 
is true that all religious societies may screen 
themselves from the lash of any other, if they 
will avail themselves of the weapon (corporate 
power) that does all the mischief—but no pro- 
vision is made for individuals. Children, the ir- 
religious and emigrants, are allclaimed by one 
society. The language of it is this— You shall 
join religious society or be whipped; and when 
you join you shall pay your quota of cents—for 
no penny,no pater noster.” 

Instead of the second and third articles of 
our declaration of rights, if something like the 
following was inserted, it would be highly grat- 
ifying, to one at least—I believe to many thou- 
sands. 

“ The legislature have no right, and shall _as- 
sume no power, to establish any religion—force 
any man to support any—give one religious 
sect any preference to another—proscribe any 
man for heresy—appoint any holy days for wor- 
ship—compel any man to attend public wor- 


ward for religious services, or require any reli- 
gious test, to qualify for office.” 

This proposed amendment may be viewed 
in the light of licentiqusness, by some; and as 
bordering on blasphemy, by others; the sub- 
stance of it, however, is adopted inall the states, 
except Massachusetts, and enjoyed in the city 
of Boston, in distinction from other towns in the 
Commonwealth. 

Almost two centuries past, Roger Williams 
was ejected from Salem, and banished from 
Massachusetts, for contending for the same doc- 
trine—that rulers, in their official capacity, had 





nothing to do with religion. The contrary o- 
pinion prevailed in the culony—that legislatures 
had a divine right to prescribe religion for the 
people; and that magistrates had the same 
right to judge of doctrines and their tendencies. 
This claim occasioned the Baptists to be whip- 
ped, the Quakers to be hanged, and the witches 
to be gibbetted ! Admit of the principle, that re- 
ligious opinions are objects of civil government, 
or any way under its control, and the broad 
stair is laid in the case that leads to the inquisi- 
tion. Admit of the principle, and the rights of 
the people rest upon the good will of the legis- 
lature, and the benevolence of towns; whereas 
they ought to rest upon a footing out of the 
reach of the ill will of the legislature, and the 
malevolence of towns. Though the tree may 
be hewn down, yet the just liberty ofthe people 
is not secure while the stump is preserved with 
a band of iron and brass. 

That the stain on our revolution—the reproach 
of this Commonwealth, and perplexity of thou- 
sands, may be removed, it is ardently wished 
that the root of bitterness may be erased from 
our constitution, and that all Jaws which have 
proceeded therefrom may. be repealed. 

I close by observing thathere is an arm sev- 
enty years old, which (as long as it can raise to 
heaven in prayer, or wield a pen on earth) shall 
never be inactive when the religious rights of 
men are in jeopardy. Was there a vital fibre 
in my heart, that did not plead for rational reli- 
gious liberty, I would chase the felon from his 
den and roast him in the flames. 

[The author of the foregoing Address is a- 
inong the oldest and most influential Baptist 
preachers in this country. He has probably 
travelled more miles, preached more sermons, 
and baptised mure persons, than any one indi- 
vidual now living in America. In the early 
part of his ministry, he travelled on foot through 
most parts of Virginia, and contributed in no 
small degree to the overthrow of the Episcopal 
Established Church in.that state, then supported 
by law and civil enactments. He has always 
acted a consistent part, and is a firm friend and 
advocate for religious liberty and the rights of 
consience.— Ed. Reformer. ] 


A HINT TO THE LADIES. ' 
It is reported that an artful yankee lady has, by 
means of a genteel missionary box, procured money 








ship, or cease from labor—give any legal re- 


enough to buy her acarpet! ! !—Galary. 
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“ Thou shalt not bear false witness against 
thy neighbor.” 


By this comsnandment is forbidden strict re- | 


marking of the faults of others, without any 


Che most exeviles and honvrabl. character which 
can adorn a man and a Christian, is a ‘quired by re. 
sisting the torrent of vice, and adheri:.g to the cause 
of God and virte, against a corrupted multitude, It 


will be found to holdin gene al, tuat they, ho,in any 


calling to do so or honest intention of thet | s¢the great (ines of life,have distinguished themselves 


good; which appears, if, having observed 

thing that of troth is reprovable, we seek ni 

reclaim them by secret and friendly admo.. 
tion, But passing by themselves divnige it abroad 
to others. For this is a must foolish selt-deceit 
to ihink that because it is not forged but true 
that thou speakest, this keeps thee fiee of the 
commandment ; thy false intention and malice 
make it calumay and falsehood in thee, altho’ 
for the matter of it, what thou sayest be most 
true ; all thou gainest by it is, that thou dost 
tumble and bemire thyself in the sin of anc ther, 
and makest it possibly more thine than it is his 
own that committed it, for he, may be, bath) 
some touch of remotse for it; whereas it is evi- 
dent that thou delightest in it. And though 


w thinking profoundly, and acting nobly, save des- 
ised popular prejudices , and departed, iu. several 
things, from the common ways of ive world. 





Though no condition of iurman life is free from un- 
easiness, yet it must be al owed, that the uneasiness 
belonging to a sinful course, is far greater, than w iat 
attends a course of wcll-duing. If wé are weary of 
the Jabors of virtue, we may be assured that the 
world, whenever we try the exchange wiil iay upon 
us a much heavier load. 


POETAY. 
ime, O: 
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FROM VHS CHiISLIAN INT! LLIGENCER. 
THE JOYS OF THE VAST. 
BY FAIRFIELD. 


fwilt sine , raise ty tern 











thon preface it with a whining feigned rm gret 
and semblance of pitying him, and add withal | 
some word of commending him in somewhat | 
else; this is but the gilding anu sugarmy tae 
pill to make men swallow it more easily, and 
thy bitter malice pass unperceived.— Leegutun. 





The death of near friends is an affliction to 
which the mind becomes but slowly reconciled. 
The burial of a stranger arrests the attention, 
and for amoment awakens serious reflection. 
The departure of those with whom we have beea 
in habits of daily or occasional imtercourse, al- 
fects us still more sensibly, and reminds us 
strongly of that verge on which we are totter- 
ing. But it isonly when some near and dear 
friend is consigned to the solemu silence of the 
grave, that we feel the full force of that sicken- 
ing sorrow, which hangs heavily vpon the heart, 
as though it would press it down into that nar- 
row spacc over which the'spirit dwells in mourn- 
ful suspense. ‘There is an indescribable sensa- 
tion of gloom attending such a scene, when, for | 
the last time, we gaze on the features, so pale, | 
cold, and aliered—when the grave is closed up, 
and the last sacred rights are finished. 

How unwillingly the heart admits the belief, 











{ 


iris a swect and lovely sight, 

And heaven and earth look pure and bright, 
Through all their scenes of bloom ; 

But, ob, iny sculis dark and lone, 

And sighs ver days forever gone, 
Lake daylight into gloom. 


My heart looks back on happier hours 
Where pleasure played in childhood’s bowers, 
And love tuned his guitar; 
And memory weeps to think upon 
Those hours, when T am all alune, 
And all my friends afar. 


The moon shines softly o’er the sky, 

And gilds the skir ing clouds on high 
With mellow brilliance nuld ; 

And. oh, I love her oothing light, 

For she seems just the same to-mght 
As when I was achild. 


Aoi, gazing on her floating orb, 


J feel high thoughts my soul absorb 


O1 former joys and pains: 
From my heart’s core rise feelings dear, 
And things beloved my soul draw near, 
While fancy lives and reigns. 


The pains of time cannot erase 
The memory of a scene or place 


Where years shrink into hours ; 
Nor can (hev quench the light that burnt 


that here ends the feeiings and affections to | Amid affection’s scul: tured urns 


which it has so long clung! That all the little in- | 


dulgences and kinduesses of which we have s. ; 


long partaken—the pleasures and sympathies 
mutually given and received—that they pre all 


In melanchols’s bowers: 


ature is supremely kind! 


To heal the sorrows of th mind, 


That brood- oer presen. pain, 


here to terminate—and how aixiously the mind She Kiadles merpor.’s larap, and flings 
° wi = ee ai - . ‘ Aen ~_ 
secks for some assurance that this is not a final | Pic) odours on tims raven wings, 


and eternal separation, and admits the belief of 


And wafts us back again. 


a power which is able to take away, in some de- | Ty scenes of holiness and love. 
gree, the sting of death, and to rob the grave of, The bro kside bower, the arboured grove, 


an agony which, without such a belief, would | 


The mead and breezy hill, 


be indeed insupportable. | Where boyhood passed tn reckless glee, 





Mind and body.— The gifts of the mind are | 
able tocover the defecis of the body 3 but the’ 
perfections of the budy cannot hide the imper- 
fections of the mind. 








As happy as the summer bee 


Riest after his own will 
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